EASY BIBLE LESSONS

An Angel Foretells the Messiah’s Birth

Luke 1:26-45

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose nhame was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to
the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as | heard the sound of
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
by the Lord.” — NRSV
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BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR THINKING PEOPLE

About how much older was John the Baptist than his cousin Jesus? Why
do you think God chose to use two young men, close to the same age, to
bring the good news of salvation to His people?

Why do you think Luke, the physician, emphasizes that Mary was a
virgin? Why is this fact significant?

Why do you think the angel’s first words to Mary were different from his
first words to Zechariah? Why is fear a factor in meeting with God or one
of God'’s angels (as did Mary and Zechariah)?

What kind of a Son will Mary conceive? What does the angel say that He
will do? How is it obvious from what the angel says that he is telling
Mary that Jesus is the Messiah?

How does Mary’s response to the angel differ from Zechariah’s? Why do
you think their responses were different? How would you have
responded if you were Zechariah and/or Mary?

© Copyright 2007 L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. Write: Igp@easybiblelessons.com
Reprints Freely Permitted for Not for Profit private or group Bible Study. Listen
to the Parkhurst Bible Study Podcast at www.parkhurstbiblelessons.com.



http://www.easybiblelessons.com/
http://www.internationalbiblelessons.com/
mailto:lgp@easybiblelessons.com
www.parkhurstbiblelessons.com

